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withdraw their armies from Britain, and the
inhabitants of the country who had been for
centuries protected by the Romans, found
themselves utterly unable to repel the in-
vasions of their northern neighbors. They
therefore called on the Jutes to aid them,
but soon found that the Jutes intended to
repay themselves by making settlements on
the island. Other tribes from, the main]and,
chief among them the Angles and the Sax-
ons, also descended upon Britain and soon,
overran the country. The English of to-day
have strains of all these peoples.
Of the political divisions into which the
conquered territory was divided by the An-
gles and Saxons, the most conspicuous were
the seven small kingdoms commonly known
as the Heptarchy. Gradually the more pow-
erful of these came to dominate the weaker
ones, and by 827 Egbert, king of Wessex,
had made himself king of the entire country.
From this year the kingdom of England
(Angle-land) may be considered to date, and
Egbert's descendants ruled in England, with
the exception of a short period of Danish
power, until 1066. In the early strife be-
tween the Angles and the Saxons, the civili-
zation of the Bomans had been completely
overthrown,, and Scandinavian mythology
had taken the place of primitive Christian-
ity. By the sixth century, however, the Chris-
tian religion had been reintroduced by Saint
Augustine and his successors.
Meanwhile, the Danes had been constantly
harassing the coast, and they gradually ob-
tained a firm foothold on the island. When
Alfred the Great ascended the throne, in 871,
he found them, practically masters of his
kingdom. But lie succeeded in reducing
their power, confined them to a certain part
of the country and forced them to- do him
homage. The successors of Alfred, Edward
(901-925) and Athelstan (925-940), were
again obliged to contend with, the Danes,
who were constantly issuing from the Dane-
lagh, the territory to which Alfred the Great
had confined them. Among the chief po-
litical characteristics of the rule of the Sax-
ons in England was the growth of the power
of the king, and the Dearly establishment of
the Witenagemot, without the sanction of
which the king was supposed to undertake
nothing of importance. A really strong king,
however, might often set aside the Witan
and rule almost absolutely.
"&y 1013 the Danes under Sweyn had made
 themselves masters of the greater part of
England, and Sweyn's son Canute, who suc-
ceeded him in 1016, firmly established the
Danish rule. Harold and Hardicanute suc-
ceeded Canute, and on the death of Hardi-
canute in 1042 the English line again came
to the throne in the person of Edward the
Confessor. Edward died in 1066, and Har-
old, his brother-in-law, was chosen king.
He ruled but a few months, however, as
William of Normandy, who claimed the
throne partly through his relationship to
the royal Saxon line, partly through a prom-
ise which he said had been made him by
Edward the Confessor, descended upon Eng-
land in 1066 and defeated Harold at the
Battle of Hastings. By Christmas day Wil-
liam had brought a large part of the island
into subjection, and on that day he was
crowned in London, It was not until some
years later, however, that the complete sub-
jugation of the island was accomplished.
With the reign of Y/illiara I begins the
history of united England, and the monarchs
who have ruled since then are shown in the
following table:
RULER	DATES OF REIGN
William I  	1066-1087
the Conqueror
William II  	1087-1100
Henry I	1100-1135
Stephen    	1135-1154
Henry II 	1154-1181)
Richard I  	1189-1199
John 	1199-1216
Henry III	1216-1272
Edward   I    	1272-1307
Edward II	1307-1327
Edward III	1327-1377
Richard  II	 1377-1399
Henry IV	1399-1413
Henry V	1413-1422
Henry VI  	1422-1461
Edward  IV   	1461-1483
Edward V	1488-1483
Richard III   	1483-1485
Henry VII	1485-1509
Henry VIII	 1509-1547
Edward  VI   	1547-1553
Mary	1553-1558
Elizabeth   	1558-1603
James I (Stuart)	1603-1625
Charles I	1625-1649
(Commonwealth)  .. *	 1649-1660
Charles II	1660-1685
James II 	1685-1688
William   HI	1689-1702
Anne   	1702-1714
During the reign of Anne, in 1707? the
two countries of England and Scotland were
united constitutionally, and the title of the
sovereign became officially not King of

